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We have less than six weeks until the last day of school on June 8th, which means it’s
crunch time for students to accomplish their goals, such as graduating with their class,
maintaining or achieving a certain GPA, or being athletically eligible for next year.  Along
with classroom teachers, we will continue being in contact with students and families who
need extra support to succeed over the next few weeks.

Seniors who have all of their requirements met will be able to participate in the Graduation
Ceremony on June 10th.  Any senior taking an online class will want to have those finished
sooner, however, so that we’ll be able to save their spot when we create the walk list at the
end of May.  If a senior does not have their requirements met in time for the Graduation
Ceremony, they will not walk, but once they finish up, they can still earn their diploma
when the time comes.

Any MHS student who needs to retake a failed class this summer can do so at no cost.  We
can help students register for an online class through Idaho Digital Learning Alliance.
Students can choose between the “cohort” courses which roll out content on a
week-by-week basis between June 13 - August 19th or the “flex” courses which are
self-paced with a window of May 23 - August 26.  Most students work on no more than one
or two classes during the summer.  If this would benefit your student, please contact us so
that we can set them up with one of the IDLA courses.  If this doesn’t meet your needs,
though, we can discuss other options, such as retaking the courses in person next year,
finding different courses that meet the graduation requirement, or applying to be a
part-time or full-time student at our alternative school, Paradise Creek Regional High
School.
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We have concluded our classroom visits for course pre-registration for the incoming 9th,
10th, 11th, and 12th graders for the upcoming school year.  Students who haven’t yet
turned in their course request form and Four Year Plan should do so as soon as possible.
An updated Academic Guide is available on our website along with Sample Four Year Plans.

Idaho SAT Day was April 13th, and 147 juniors at our school took the assessment.  Those
who missed it will take the makeup SAT on Tuesday, April 26th.  All they will need to bring
is pencils and a calculator.  After taking the SAT, students can typically find results online
within 2-4 weeks through their CollegeBoard accounts.

In addition to Idaho SAT Day, if a student would like to take the SAT again another time,
they can self-register and pay online.  Over 1,800 universities are now test-optional, but a
good score can still help your chances and improve your placement in English and Math.

We are also happy to talk with students about the ACT, which is also a nationally recognized
exam accepted by all colleges and universities.  In many ways, June is the optimal time for
juniors to take the ACT because they are still mentally warmed-up for testing, they'll have
plenty of time to submit applications for colleges and scholarships, and they'll know the
areas to improve upon if they need to retest.  Between the SAT and ACT, many students do
better on one than the other, and we can help students learn the differences.  The cost of
the first time you take the ACT can be reimbursed for Idaho students (ask us how!).

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

June 11, 2022 May 6, 2022 May 20, 2022

July 16, 2022 June 7, 2022 June 24, 2022

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

June 4, 2022 May 5, 2022 May 15, 2022

http://p18cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_200210/File/2022-2023%20Academic%20Guide.pdf
http://p18cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_200210/File/Sample%20Four%20Year%20Plans.pdf
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
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In addition to its career exploration resources, NextSteps Idaho has developed
“future-building” steps for each grade level.  New account logins are now available.
Students can use this invitation link to create an account.  Use the menu (the three bars top
right of the webpage) to see what’s available at NextSteps Idaho.  Tools include scholarship
searches, grade level checklists, learning plans, and direct admissions to Idaho schools.
Next Steps Idaho also has six different interest assessments that you can try out.

With summer approaching, it’s a great time to look at summer programs, internships,
and conferences, and one site that we recommend for exploring these opportunities is HS
Navigator.  An example of what you’ll find is Utah State University’s Biotechnology Summer
Academy, which includes communication workshops, lectures and demonstrations,
laboratory training, field trips, mentoring, and research in the biotechnology field.  HS
Navigator is also offering a free Summer Young Scholar Program for students interested in
fields like Computer Science, Health Care, and Business.

Palouse Pathways is sponsoring two events in May for students to learn more about
college:

● Students who are considering selective colleges such as Harvard, Yale, Stanford,
and Cornell are invited to attend the free Selective College Workshop on Sunday,
May 15th at 2:00 P.M. at the 1912 Center.  Representatives from various selective
colleges will help guide students through their options and the admission process.

● Students wondering how to pay for college are invited to the free Finding
Affordable Colleges Workshop on Tuesday, May 17th at 7:00 P.M. at the 1912
Center.  This event will help students and their families find the schools that offer
the most aid and/or the lowest cost through scholarships, the WUE program, and
in-state options.

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/high-school-students
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/login?token=W6227GgUM2bAw973rZjFHLyFmcn6Jsoc
https://careerinfo.nextsteps.idaho.gov/resource-category/discover-you/assessments-interest/
https://hsnavigator.org/search-program
https://hsnavigator.org/search-program
https://caas.usu.edu/biosystems/education/index#high-school
https://caas.usu.edu/biosystems/education/index#high-school
https://hsnavigator.org/young-scholar-program-registration
https://www.palousepathways.org/events/selective-college-workshop-1912
https://www.palousepathways.org/events/affordable1912
https://www.palousepathways.org/events/affordable1912
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Junior Parent Night will be held on Tuesday, May 17th at 6:00 PM in the MHS
Auditorium. All students from the Class of 2023 and their parents are welcome to
attend.  We’ll be discussing topics relevant to your upcoming senior year, such as college
applications, scholarship applications, the FAFSA and financial aid, and letters of
recommendation.

An Idaho Food Bank School Pantry is conveniently located in the Moscow High School
basement to help you get food for your family for no charge.  We are thankful for our
partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local donors.  To access the Food Pantry by
appointment or for more information, contact Diana Hicke.  Also note that all Moscow
School District students can get free breakfast and lunch at school during this school year.

How can I meet with my MHS Counselor? We can meet with students during non-core
classes or during an available class period.  You can use our online scheduler
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors to schedule appointments in order to discuss
individual planning, academic and college advising, or personal concerns.  We welcome
meetings with parents as well and ask that you schedule your appointment through the
Counseling Center Secretary by calling (208) 882-2591.

mailto:hicked@msd281.org
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
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Question from an MHS student: How many AP / Dual Credit courses can I take?

Answer: Our Dual Credit students take an average of about 1.5 Dual Credit courses per
semester, and it’s rare for a student to take more than three.  Keep in mind that five is
standard for a full-time college student, and our Dual Credit students have other high
school courses to take along with several other responsibilities that come with being a high
school student.  In Fall 2022, the U of I will be instituting a maximum number of credits (9)
that a Dual Credit student can take.

In terms of the college-level Advanced Placement (AP) courses, there is no maximum.  An
MHS student could hypothetically take five AP courses per semester and another four
online, but one would not find success doing this.  Most AP courses expect a student to
spend at least one hour of studying and homework for each class meeting, so a student
taking nine AP classes would be spending at least 70-90 hours of their 112 waking hours
completely dedicated to their AP classes.

So the question isn’t how many college-level courses can you take, but how many should
you take.  If you are a junior looking at competitive colleges, that number may be 3-4.  If
you are a sophomore with the same aspirations, it’s probably 2-3.  If you are a senior
looking at less competitive schools, then maybe it’s 1-2.  But, most importantly, the best
number for you will depend on your personal goals and the time you want to commit to
activities, work, family, and the community.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.


